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PENELOPE DOUGLAS

of my body first. I laid on top of the bed, still fully clothed in my

black skinny pants and a pullover white blouse that I'd dressed in this

morning.

If it was still today, anyway.

My shoes were gone, but on instinct I peered over the side of the

bed and saw my sneakers sitting there, perfectly positioned on a fancy

white rug with gold filigree.

My pores cooled with sweat as I looked around the unfamiliar

bedroom, and my brain was wracked with what the hell was going

on. Where was I?

I slid offthe bed, my legs shaky as I stood up.

I'd been at the firm. Working on the blueprints for the DeWitt

Museum. Byron and Elise had ordered takeout for lunch for them-

selves, I went out instead, and-I pinched the bridge of my nose, my

head pounding-and then . . .

Ugh, I don't know. What haPPened?

Spotting a door ahead of me, I didn't even bother to look around

the rest of the room or see where the two other doors led' I grabbed

my shoes and stumbled for what I guessed was the way out, and

stepped into a hallway, the cool marble floor soothing on my bare

feet.

I still went down the list in my head, though.

I didn't drink.

I ciidn't see anyone unusual.

I didn't get any weird phone calls or packages. I didn't ' . '

I tried to swallow a few times, finally generating enough saliva'

God, I was thirsty. And-a pang hit my stomach-hungry' too'

How long had I been out?

"Hello?" I called quietly but immediately regretted it.

Unless I'd had an aneurysm or developed selective amnesia, then

I wasn't here willingly.

But if I'd been taken or imprisoned, wouldn't my door have been

locked?

N I G HTFALL

Bile stung my throat, every horror movie I'd
various scenarios in my head.

P/ease, no cannibals. Please, no canniba/s.

"Hi," a small, hesitant voice said.

I followed the sound, peering across the halhr;
ter, to the other side of the upstairs where another
A figure lurked in a dark corridor, slowly stepping

"Who is that?" I inched forward just a hair, b1i

sleep still weighing on my eyes.

It was a man, I thought. Button-down shirt, sh

"Taylor," he finally said. "Taylor Dinescu.,'
Dinescu? As in, Dinescu Petroleum Corporari

the same family.

I licked my lips, swallowing again. I realh. ne e

water.

"Why am I not locked in my room?,, he aske .j
of the darkness and stepping into the faint moc,:
through the windows.

He cocked his head, his hair disheveled and l:t
kled Oxford hanging out. "Wete not allowed arou:.,
said, sounding just as confused as me. ,Are 

you u:
he here?"

What the hell was he talking about? We're ttor ;
,LDomen. Did I hear that right? He sounded out oi:
drugs or had been locked in a cell for the past fiftee

"Where am Il" I demanded.

He took a step in my direction, and I took one b
bling to get my shoes on as I hopped on one foot.

He closed his eyes, inhaling as he inched closer. "J

"It's been a while since I smelled that.,,

Smelled what?

His eyes opened, and I noticed they were a pie
more striking under his mahogany hair.
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4 PENELOPE DOUGLAS NIGHTFALL

"Who are you? Where am I?" I barked. I had no idea what the hell {re was talking abo

I didn't recogt\ze this guy. was pounding so hard, it hurt. They nerLer let thefen

He slithered closer, almost animalistic in his movements, with God, why? I retreated toward the staircase, movir

a predatory look on his face now that made the hairs on my arms didn't take my eyes offhim and started to descen

stand up. on me'

He looked suddenly alert. Fuck. "f want to use the phone," I told him. "Where i

I searched for some kind of weapon around me. He just shook his head, and my heart sank.

"The locations change," he said, and I backed up a step for every "No computers, either," he told me.

step toward me he took. "But the name stays the same. Blackchurch." I stumbled on the step and had to grab the wall
"What is that?" I asked. "Where are we? Am I still in San Fran- When I looked up, he was there, gazingdown at m

cisco?,, ing with a grin.

He shrugged. "I can't answer that. We could be in Siberia or ten "No, no . . ." I slid down a few more steps.

miles from Disneyland," he replied. "We're the last ones to know. A11 "Don't wortf," he offered. "I just wanted a little
we know is that it,s remote.,, the first taste.,,

"We?"

Who else was here? Where were they?

And rvhere the hell was I, for that matter? What was Black-

church? It sounded vaguely familiar, but I couldn't think right now" can touch anyway."

How could he not know where he was? What city or state? Or

country, even?

My God. Country.I was in America, right? I had to be.

I felt sick.

But water. I'd heard water when I woke, and I perked my ears,

hearing the dull, steady pounding of it around us. Were we near a

waterfall?

He?Ilooked down the stairs, seeing a canister o
and pointy. That'lt do.

"We don't get women here." He got closer and

I backed up farther. If I bolted fbr a weapon, ri c
grab me? Would he grab me?

"No women, no communication with the r.rorlci.-
drugs, liquor, or smokes, either.,,

"What is Blackchurch?" I asked.
4An prlson.

I looked around, noticing the expensive marble i,

"Nice prison," I mumbled.

Whatever it was now, it clearly used to be som
mansion or. . . a castle or something.

"ft's off the grid." He sighed. ,,Where 
do you tl

theml"
"Senators . . ." I trailed off, sornething sparking r

"There's no one here with you?" he asked, as if he couldn't believe and carpets, and the fancy, gold accents and statue.

that I was really standins here. "You shouldn't be so close to us. They

never let the females close to us."

"What females?"

"The nurses, cleaners, staff. . ." he said. "They come once a month

get left behind?"

I bared mv teeth, losing my patience. Enough r,vith the questions.

to resuppl1,, but.,.ve're confined to our rooms until they leave. Did you se nators send their problem children when the' ne



drouraru lur ur Surryrds Surgteuros ,go peyzrt I ((. 
. . srot?ues,,

(.tureq]

3o pr-r 1aB o] paau laqt uaq.,ur. uarp[rr{r uelgord rraq] pues srowues

puu sOgC lurqr no,{ op oraq6,, .peq8rs e11 ,,.pr.r8 er{} Jo s(}L,

'Surqlauos Jo a]lszr E ' . .-ro uorsutrrr

V- 'auJorl s(ouoeluos aq o] pesn f1-reayt J| ,ltou s?,rL lr JeAe]?qA\
'palgtrrnul 1 ,,,uosrJd ecr1q,,

'sanlels pue sluarJ? plo8 ,,{oue; eqt pu? ,sladrur puz
sernlxy eql (s;oog elqJpur a,trsuedxe eq] Sunrlou ,punorz pelool I

,,'uosud y,
'pa>ls? 

I ((ir{trnr{rlrrlg sI 1?r{1A,,

(('Jetlue tselous :o ,ronbrl ,s8n,rp

oN[,, 'uo lue^\ eq ,,'pFo,n eq] qlr.&,r. uorlrlrunururoJ ou ,uetuorr,t o1q,,

iaur gur8 aq ppo6 ieur qrr8
ot alg? eq eq p1no.&t 'uodza,u. ? roJ patlog IJI 

.rer{}r"J dn palceg 1

,,'itel't tuz qJno] uEJ

a^r seuo,, 'Jesolo pu? _rasolc 1oB eH ((.aJaq ueruoa le8 ]uop e11,,

'o? 1,tut.[ dlurod pur
arrN 'sullerqurnJo relsruel z Suraes ,srruls eq] u^1.op pe>lool Iirrl

(('elsE] ]sJg: aql
]u E."' rr(eH'rrus aplrr 

: jll:::::T,?,T;J, 
o,.,,, ;j:-i::.$::

'urr8 r qrlrn 8ur

-qrt!lr] sdrl srq 'eru 1r u.rtop Surze?,eregt szlt ag ,dn pelool I uer{A\

3leslur lpzals 01 [u.rt egr qer8 o] p"q pue dels or{} uo pelqlun}s I
'eru plo] aq ,,(raqlre 

,srelndruoc o1q,,

'>lues u?eq ,,(ur puz ,pzeg srq looqs lsnl e11

((itr sr aJer{r\\,, 'rulq plo} 1 ,,,auoqd oqt asn o} }uu.r\ L,
'etu uo

peru?^pu eq sE puersap o] pauuls pue urrrlJo sele dru e>ltt ],uplp

1 os (prz,tt1:zq Sur,toru ,eszolrzls aql pre^\ol pelueJle; 1 ldqrlt ,pog

tr1n'sn o1 asolt sa1ouatacll tal t)aau [aq1 .umq]l .plur{ os Eurpunod sr,rr

lrueq lur pur 'rnoge 8uqlzr s?ar eri IIeq aq] luq,!\ ?apr ou pzrJ I

-l-'',I vlJ_H9tN

'suorlsanb aql LItr^\ q8nouq 'e:uerltd,{ur 3ur.oi '--"

no{ plc 'e,tza1 .rraql II}un suoor Jno o} PauUU.l: ;- - .

qluour ? etruo eulolr.,(:q1,, 'prts eq,(' ' 'J?ls 's,J'-. ='

(('Sn Ol aSO : ::- : -

.{aq1 'sn o} asoltr os aq },uPlnoqs no ,, 'araq iu:: -:-.
a^arleq ](uplnor atl-II sE '{PTISE eq .,;no-( qlr.tt :-: - - -

? JEru a^\ are1ysll punoJ? lrSo Surpunod -ip'::-.

'srta -,iu-t peryad 1 put 'e1o,rt I uar{^L lalt.\\ Pjr.-- -

'ag o] Peq I i]q8rr 'zrrreury ur sE,\\ I i -'--. l

rO ial?ts ro dlrc pLIIA tse,t\ aq elsr{^l 
^\oul 

1o-; .-
.,,ntou 

lq8rr Iurqt l,uplnoJ I lilg 'rrtytuz-1 .t1;nit r :::
-Ir?ig sE.&\ llll{A\ ire}}Eur lEq} roi 'I sE-u Tiai :-'-

t^eql eje,i!\ olrLl\\ .:-:, : :

.. alLlL;:- : -

ilV ',&oul o] seuo )sEI rill oJ(eM, 'perlda: :L- . : -, -=

ue] lo ?IJagrs uI aq PInoJ eM 'lEql la.\\s-i! I -:.- -

-uErc uEq ur IIIIS I lrIY te.&'r. ejt ereqr\\.. ir:>':: - _ --

.,'qJrnqrlJElg 
'eurEs rtil s^Uls eulEu eql :r B- \ -

,{.re,ra rog dals u dn pe>ll"q l pue 'prus eL{..'1:l-.'- -

'eur punoJ? uodta.tt-1o PUi> l -- - : -

'd-'ttJ')ref '..-'l:

SIUJE ,\tu uo s-rl?q aq] eP?u ]?q] -^\ou 3l1l'I . -- - '

qlr,,lt 'sluauraloul srq ut JrlsIIBluruE ]soLLIIx i:: -'
',tn5 srq: :: --

'Pe]rsq I ,,tI IIIE erarl_\\, --

svrenoG 3do-'lf N3d



6 PENELOPE DOUGLAS

"Some important people can't have their sons-their heirs-
making news by going to jail or rehab or being caught doing their

dirty deeds," he explained. "When we become liabilities, we're sent

here to cool off. Sometimes for months." He sighed again. 'And some

of us for years."

Sons. Heirs.

Then it hit me.

Blackchurch.

No.

No, he had to be lying. I rernembered hearing about this place'

But it was just an urban legend that wealthy men threatened their

kids with to keep them in line. A secluded residence somewhere

rvhere sons were sent as punishment, but given free rein to be at each

other's mercy. It was like Lord of the Fliesblut with dinner jackets'

But it didn't exist. Not really. Did it?

"There are more?" I asked. "More of you here?"

A wicked smile spread across his lips, curdling my stomach'

"Oh, several," he crooned. "Grayson will be back with the hunt-

ing party tonight."

I stopped dead in my tracks, lightheaded.

Norno,no...
Senators, he'd said.

Grayon.

Shit.

"Grayson?" I muttered, more to myself. "Will Grayson?"

He was here?

But Taylor Dinescu, son of the owner of Dinescu Petroleum Cor-

poration I now gathered, ignored my question. "We have everything

we need to survive, but if we want meat, we have to hunt for it," he

explained.

That's whatWill-and the others-were out doing. Getting meat'

And I didn't know if it was the look on my face or something else'

but Tay'or started laughing. A vile cackling that curled my fists tight.

N IG HTFALL

"Why are you laughing?" I growled.
"Because no one knows you're here, do thev?', he

ing delighted. 'And whoever does meant to leave yor
a month before another resupply team shows up.,,

I closed my eyes for a split second, his meaning r

'A whole month," he mused.

His eyes fell down my body, and I absorbed the
of my situation.

I was in the middle of nowhere with who knerr
who'd been without any source of vice or contact i
world for who knew how long; one of whom had r

torture me if he ever got his hands on me again.

And, according to Taylor, I had little hope of anr.

month.

Someone went to great lengths to bring me here

my arrival went undetected. Was there really no attend
erty? Security? Surveillance? Anyone with control o:

I ground my teeth together, having no idea rvh;
going to do, but I needed to do it fast.

But then I heard something, and I shot m\r e1,(

barks and howls echoing outside"

"What is that?" I asked.

Wolves? The sounds were getting closer.

He shot his eyes up, looking at the front door beh:
back in my direction. "The huntin gpartf," he replied
back early."

The hunting party.

will.
And how many other prisoners who might be ju,

threatening as this guy. . .

The howls were outside the house now, and I look
unable to calm my breathing. What would happen r,
inside and saw me?
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8 PENELOPE DOUGLAS

But he just srniled dovvn at me. "Please, do run," he said' "We're

dying for some fun."

My heart sank. This wasn't happening. This rt:asn't happening'

I backed up as I headed down the stairs, keeping my eyes on him

as he stalked me, liquid heat coursing in my veins'

"I want to talk to Wi11," I demanded.

He might 'u)ant to hurt me, but he wouldn't' Would he?

If I could just talk to him . . .

But Taylor laughed, his blue eves dancing rvith delight' "He can't

protect )'ou, love." And then the floor creaked upstairs, and Tay'or

tipped his head back, looking at the ceiling. 'Aydin is awake'"

Aydin. Who?

But I didn't care to stick around and {ind out. I didn't know if I'd

really be in danger with these guvs, but I knew I wouldn't be in any

if I ran.

Leaping down the staircase, I swung around the banister and

bolted toward the back of the house, hearing Taylor howl as I disap-

peared down a dark corridor, sweat already cooling my forehead'

This wasn't happening. There had to be surveillance' I refused to

believe Mommy and Daddy sent their heirs and assets here without

some kind of insurance that they'd be safe. What if someone were

injured? Or gravely i11?

'fhis was a . . . a joke. A vastly inappropriate and lavish prank' It

was almost Devil's Night, and he was dealing me in. Finaily'

Blackchurch wasn't real. In high school, Will hadn't even be-

lieved this place existed.

I passed rooms, some with one door, others with two, and some

with none at all as the hallway splintered offinto other hallways, and

I Cidn't know where the hell I was going. I just ran.

'Ihe rubber soles of my sneakers squeaked across the marble floors,

and a tickle hit my nose at the stale scent of age. Nothing was warm

here.

$/atrls changed from cream to maroon to black, rotting wallpaper
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fading in some areas and ceilinps a mile high, as t
ing down windows that were eight times my heigh

But the light fixtures shone, casting a somber glc

den, pador, and game room I passed.

Stopping shorr, I took the second right and Cash

tharrkful tor the silence, but also unnerved by it. 1
the door moments ago. They had to be in the house
I hearing anything?

Dammit.

My rnuscles burning and my lungs tight, I coulo
groan as I stumbled into the last room at the enci or
to the window. I lifted it open, the crisp air rushin:
through the drapes. I shivered, seeing the vast qrei
black in the night beyond the window.

Hemlocks. I looked out, scanning the terrair,,
spruces and white pines, too. The moist scent oirn-
hesitated. I wasn't in California anymore. These tre,
land much farther north.

And we weren't in Thunder Bay. We weren l
Thunder Bay.

l,eaving tlre window open, I backed awa\,., thi.
chill in the air blew- through my short-sleeved white -
no idea where I rvas, how far from civilization. or .,r

ments I'd run into unprotected.

I ran back out of the room, pinning myself to the
stepping down the corridor, keeping my eyes peele
tAi-1"

We had to be close to a tow-n. There were painting
oriceless antiques, massive chandeliers, and a hel1 oi
rhat went into furnishing and decorating this place.

It hadn't always been a prison.
No one would spend this kind of money on somet

iittle frat shits were going to trash. It was some one,s
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IO PENELOPE DOUGLAS

wouldn't have built it leagues away from town. A horne like this is for

entertaining. There was a ballroom, for Christ's sake.

1 wrung my hands. I couldn't care less who dumped me here'

Right now, I just neecied to get somelvhere safe.

And then I heard it.

A call-a howl-above me. I stopped, my blood freezing. Tip-

ping my head up, I followed the sound as it drifted from my left to

my right, my pulse skipping a beat as the foorboards above whined

with weight.

Simultaneously. In several places.

They were upstairs, and there was more than one. Taylor saw me

run this way. Why would they be upstairs?

And then I remernbered what else was upstairs. Aydin.

Taylor spoke of him like he was a threat. Were they going to him

first?

An echo of a voice traveled down the hall, and I trained my ears,

the window behind me beckoning.

Another cry echoed farther down, possibly from the foyer, and

then another howl somewhere around me.

I twisted around, dizzy.What the heli was going on? The nerves

under my skin fired, and I forced myself to swallow as bile churned

in my stomach.

They were spreading out.

Woktes.I paused, remembering the howls outside. Itwas like wolves'

A pack separates to surround its prey and test for weaknesses. They

flank the sides and the rear.

Tears hung at the corners of my eyes, and I lifted my chin, push-

ing them away. Will.

How long had he been here? Where were his friends? Did he have

me brought here as revenge? What the hell?

I told him not to push me all those years ago. I warned him. This

wasn't my fault. He got himself put here.

I dove into a billiards room, grabbed a cricket bat ofrthe wall, and
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crept back out, hugging the walfs with my back and
all around for any sign of them. Chilts spread up n
spite the cold, a light layer of sweat covered m1, nq

ears, I listened as I took one quiet step after another
A thud hit the floor above me, and I sucked in a

my eyes to the ceiling again as I trailed behind the .
What the hell was going on?

A blue hue, like moonlight streaming through a

dark marble floor down the hallway, and I foilou,ed ir

back ofthe house.

I inhaled, a sting hitting my nose. Srerile, like ble
the cleaners and staffjust left.

M1. knees shook, and my heart hammered in ml
I was already walled in, and I didn,t even know it.

"Here!" someone shouted.

I gasped, flattening myself to the wall as I si-
corner.

Peering back around it, I spotted shadows mor.ii..
as they found my operr window

"She's running!" one of them shouted.
I exhaled, fisting my hands. yes. They thought I .

rvindow.

Their footfalls pounded across the floor, racine ,c

tbver, hopefully, and I clasped my hand over my mou:
alvay.

Thank God.

I didn't wait another moment. I ran and ran, findi
n the southwest corner of the house. Leaving the lieh
,rr the refrigerator and swung it open, racks of fruits

.hilting with the motion.
I looked around, gaping at the size for a moment. It

i rhought Taylor said they had to hunt for their mea
.ritload offood right here.
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